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A Psychology-based Haunted House Event at Fukuyama Kusado Sengen Museum: An
Introduction to a Case for Museum-University Collaboration between Hiroshima Prefectural Museum
of History and Fukuyama University

Yoko SARAGAI, Kentaro ISHIBASHI, Akemi OSUGI, Yuki MIYAZAKI, Shinji HIRA

This report examined the impact of a haunted house event held in collaboration between the Hiroshima Prefectural Museum of History (Fukuyama Kusado
Sengen Museum) and the Department of Psychology at Fukuyama University. This event was a museum-university collaboration with the aim of outreach
to humanities and psychological research. The event was held at night for elementary and junior high school students in the exhibition room of the museum,
where the streets of the Kusado Sengen Town were recreated. The story of the haunted house was based on research regarding the ruins of Kusado Sengen
Town, and the trick featured in the haunted house was created based on research on criminal psychology. Results of a post-event questionnaire showed that

participants were highly satisfied with the event. Furthermore, they reported that the event improved their understanding and knowledge about the history of
Kusado Sengen Town, and the field of psychology. This event represents a new style of communication in the science and humanities domain.

[ Keywords: museum-university collaboration, haunted house, Kusado Sengen Town]
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