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Joseph Maria Baernreither and South Slav Question
Through an Analysis of “Bosnische Eindricke: Eine Politische Studie” (1908)

Ryo MURAKAMI®

ABSTRACT

This article addresses the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina proclaimed by
the Habsburg Empire (Austria-Hungary) in October 1908. This historical event
essentially links to the problem of the state system’s problem (Augsleich in
German) and the national problem, the South Slav Question, of the Habsburg
Empire. However, historiographic studies have not paid close attention to the
significant relationship between the annexation and these two problems. To solve
this problem, I would like to focus on Dr. Josef Maria Baernreither (1845-1925).
Baernreither, as a member of the Bohemian Diet and Austrian Parliament, having
an intimate knowledge of the South Slav Question, recognized the importance of
the incorporation of the new territory for the stability of the Habsburg Empire.
Therefore, in this paper, | would like to examine Barnreither’s perspective on
the Habsburger rule in Bosnia and Herzegovina through his memoirs and
documents.
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