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ABSTRACT
Despite the history of oppression of Chinese schools in the past and a solid national
education system in Thailand, Huachiew Chalermprakiet University—the first and steadily
operating Chinese-oriented higher education institution in Thailand—was successfully
established by an overseas Chinese foundation. This study aims to clarify the enabling
conditions for the establishment and continuous operation of the university by reviewing
previous researches on Chinese schools and the overseas Chinese foundation in Thailand.
The results of interviews with stakeholders of both the university and the foundation were
analyzed. Findings show that there is a strong psychological bond, which embeds the
continuous mutual relationship (bunkhun) between the overseas Chinese people’s spirit of

service with gratitude and indebtedness to the Thai society and the Thai royal benevolence.
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