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The Development of Multi-cultural Instructional Materials to Advance Japan-US Global
Partnership through Collaborative Action Research: Using the Mid-19th Century International
Exchange Stories of John Manjiro and Ranald MacDonald

Tomoyuki KOBARA"

ABSTRACT

This research aims to develop teaching materials that reflect multi-cultural issues. These are
considered to be effective in fostering “global partnerships,” one of the qualities and abilities
required in the rapidly evolving global era. The method, known as “collaborative action research,”
was carried out between Japan and the USA. Specifically, this paper is an attempt to develop
lesson plans on the history of the US-Japan exchange story of John Manjiro, who first informed
the Japanese of the existence of the United States, and Ranald McDonald, the first English teacher
in Japan, in the mid-19™ century.
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4. BT 7 > CKER) : “The International Exchange Story of John Manjiro and Ranald
MacDonald in the Mid-19" Century between Japan and USA”

Lesson Title: Let’s become a history journalist!
Date: September 24th, 2018 (08:20AM-09:20AM)
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Grade: 7th grade, Teaching History Class, C.M.Eppes Middle School
Subject: Social Studies (History)

Description: In this lesson, students will learn about the international exchange stories of John
Manjiro and Ranald MacDonald in the Mid-19th century between Japan and USA. Then, they
will think about the historical background of the story and discover the keywords common to the
stories of the two historical persons. In the end, they will make “the postcard newspaper” by
themselves.

Objectives: As the result of the activity, students will be able to
1. know about the historical story of John Manjiro and Ranald MacDonald from a document and
a slide.
2. think and recognize the following;
1) why Manjiro wanted to go back to Japan under the national seclusion policy, and why
Manjiro might be punished.
2) why MacDonald wanted to go land Japan, and why he became the first English teacher in
the period of national seclusion.
3) discover the common keywords in the stories of Manjiro and McDonald, such as the “whale
fishing”, “English teacher”, “Japan-U.S. international exchange” and “adventurous spirit™.
4) think about the historical background of the keywords.
3. have interest in and will learn about “the global partnership” in the international exchange

between Japan and USA.

Procedure:

Theme Activities Materials

Encounter with the | 1) The teacher will introduce the stories of the Japan-U.S. | World Map
Instructional Materials | international exchange of Mr. John Manjiro and Mr. | PowerPoint
Ranald MacDonald in the Mid-19" century. (Pictures of the Manjiro
2) Students will be a history newspaper reporter. They | and MacDonald)
must move back to the period of 170 years ago in Japan
by the time machine.
3) Students will collect the news from them, and make “a
postcard newspaper” on the two historical persons.

The story of Mr. John | 1) The teacher will talk about the story of Manjiro, a first | PowerPoint

Manjiro Japanese who reported about “the United States” . Manjiro’s

2) Students will think about why Manjiro intended to go | Newspaper
back to Japan under the national seclusion policy.

3) Students will talk about why the Shogunate (Japanese
government) accepted Manjiro under the national

seclusion.
The story of Mr. | 1) The teacher will talk about the story of MacDonald, | PowerPoint
Ranald MacDonald who became “the first English teacher” in Japan. MacDonald’s

2) Students will think about why MacDonald intended | Newspaper
to go and land in Japan .




70 KL %6 5

3) Students will talk about why the Shogunate gave
permission of learning English from him under the

national seclusion.

The common 1) Students will discover the common keywords in the
keyword on the life of | stories of the two persons.
two For example;
historical person - “Whale Fishing”
- “English Teacher”
» “Japan-U.S. International Exchange”
- “Adventurous Spirit”
2) Student will think about the historical background of

the common keywords.

Making th 1) Students will make “the postcard newspaper” which | Worksheet
aking the
& covers the story of Japan-U.S. international exchange. (“the postcard
“postcard newspaper” . . . . . .
2) Students will write the title, heading, illustration, article | Newspaper”)
on the Japan-U.S. .
) ] and opinion.
international exchange

) 3) Students will exchange “the postcard newspaper” in a
story

class with one another.
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“The Manjiro Times”
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Main article

-Life of Manjiro
=Works of Manjiro
+The editorial: "world
that Manijiro looked at”™

The Hanjiro Times

MANDAY

September 24, 2018
Editor

Tomoyuki Kobara
(Fukuyama University)
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#
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Manjiro, The first Japanese who introducee "the United States"
The relationship between the descendant ofcaptam of the whaler and Manjiro still continues.

Manjiro was the first
Japanese to learn the modern |
whaling and to rideon a
steamship and a steam
locomative. He was the first |
Japanese to wear a tie, jeans *
«and boots and to infroduce
American culture to Japan.

He earned some money in the ‘

gold rush of the west coast to
return to his country.

Why did Manjiro try to
return to Japan in its
isolation period, despite the
death penalty? Why did the |
Shogunate (Japanese
government) ullwd him to
get into Ja

|

John(Nakanasa) anjiro (1827-1398)

Interchange of both
Hr\Bm and Captain Whitfield
John Manjiro Whitfield
Mesory International Grassroots
Exchange Center” started in
1990. Also. “the Fhitfield
¥anjiro Friendship Mesorial in |
Fairhaven™ is opened in 2009. |

" Works of Manjiro

-He was the first Japanese
student in America 175 years

ago.

Manjiro entered the Oxford
school (elementary schooll
in Fairhaven at 16 years old.

He was the first Japanes
student to study abroad. He
attended Bartlet Academy
where he studied in
navigation, mathesatics and
md.n surveying at 17 vears
ol

<He earned money to retum
to Japan in gold rush.
Manjiro was the first
Japanese 1o work in
California in 1848 He
worked

which, in those days, was
quite good. Because
whaler's income was 350
|m1]ars for three years.

His
informations made a grtst
contribuation to Japenese
modernization.

mmﬂ.ﬂtd

\ial‘uu\} learned that
President was elected by US.
citizens every four years in
American life. It made him
expeience freedom. equality
and democracy. And he
introduced them to Japanese
in the national isclation
period.

business system by rallroad
and whaling

Editorial Chronological table

1827 (0 years old)

- Hle was born as the sec
son of the poor fisherman

of Nakanohasa of the T

The werid that Manjire
exper| enc:
In_the United States of the

id-19th century, what kind of L
d And

- e vas glven to Yhe

subordina
behalf 0f ﬂle father death,
a s:ckl) o!der brother.
1841 (1

- He vem out of the Gulf of
Usa for fishing and drift.
was saved on a irhaler

-| change, the
and the view of
equality that the |lﬂ1:ll|4|
revolution brought and also
social problen such as the
mmal discrimination.

after the unil
ek it it the ¥ o of thé:kms %sland Tite of 1143 davs in
forishima.
made a sre-ilieon‘o?}.rlmtlm to « He part from a frteﬂd in
- Wy did he try to return to g;;?é;s ﬁh?:; over the
Japan? Why did Japanese - inland U. 8.
Eovernent accent his? fany Books about John Kan] Ty HBAY (16 vears old)
:uesnons occur to os through o « To hometown Fairhaven of
‘ﬁs;?i:amne his life belp Captain Whitfield He learn
nathematics,
us to learn an internatinal
exchange and contribution. | :rr-::é:rné e é‘ﬁ;‘n‘lﬁnm |
|Manjiro’s footorints | 13‘5

= e ——— Hie become a first officer |
of vhaler anlﬂ in

"~ vent to California of

He
went to Rawaii.Be fix the
return hose preparations
and leave Hawaii.

1851 (24 years old)

- Hie landed Ryukvu (Okinawa)

and Satsuma. He was B
investigated by Nariakira

Manjiro birthpiace

ol lover nf lhc for

an interpreter :md give a

fanily nase of "Nakahana™.
(33 years old)

- e went on yarship

"Kanrinnmaru” as an

interprete.

1850 @2 yearsold)

- Hle was professor of Kaisei

school (existing Tokyo

University)

1870 (43 wears
He visited Blrwe 0
mnw—Pms

Grave of Baniire

I 4

“The MacDonald Post”

(&)

min miclc

Donald

-Auhbv-mcnt ‘of MacDonald

~MacDonald and Einosuke
Moriyama

A Column; MacDonald in
the English textbook in
Japan .

The MacDonald Post

MANDAY
September 24, 2018
Editor;Tomoyuki Kobara

(Fukuyama University)

(i)

24t 2018

~ First English teacher in Japan, Ranald MacDonald

Einosuke Moriyama of his pupil, chair interpreter at the time of the Perry ﬁeet visit

Wy MacDonald intended
‘mﬂhnth-m? Wﬁ-
| Shogunate permited them
l-nmml'nhh
| national Isolation?

| Chronological Gble
/1824 (0 years old:
- Be was born in Astoria

of the LK. territary Ranald MacDonald (1824-1894)

" Finosuke Norivama and
others.
1849 (2% years old)
~ He went back to ti
Uni ted States by
- ie came bad: to the
hometown and launch
| business with blxﬂm&
[« e wrote "Japanese
umrs 1n Septeaber.
[ Be died on August 5.

Landing maw of MacDonald(Yakish|ri and Rishir! Isiang of Hokkaido)

MacDonald's Life |
Birth
MacDonakd wass bom
at Fort Astoria, in the
Pacific Northwest of

MacDonakd, scoltish,
and his mother was
Koale'son, daghter of
Comcomly, a leader of

Chinook

Sallor of the whaler
MacDonald signed
on & a saior on the
whaling ship
Plymouth in 1845. In
1848, he convinced
the captain of the ship
t0 set him to sea on &
small boat off the coast
of Hokkaido.
Rishirt Island
On July 1. 1848,
MucDonald came
ashare on Rishiri
Tsland He was caught
by Ainu people. Then,
he was scal 1o
Nagasaki, the only port
allowed 10 trade with
English Teacher
MacDonald taught
Frglish 1o 14 men.
The brightest of these
men_was Einosuke
Moriyama.
After Returning
(L ms ruu'n to
Jorth dne
IacDmaid lade a
written declaration
to the
explaining that the
Jai society was
well poli and

the highest standard.
He died a poor man

in Washirgt m state
in 1834 Eis

vord was mwrledly

Il mrd was SOINARA my dear SOINARA” (SAYONARA

there are the somments
MacDonald and Einosuke Nor
%‘; Maclonald was 1904, and Norivama is
4
Einosuke Moriyasa was not only chair-
interpreter at the tlne of \h- Perry
visit, but also vas the persan vho sade |
= aiatanfine serfarsaeee 1o the |
negot iations with foreign countries, the
making of the diplomatic note in the
late Tokugawa period including the Janarl
LS. trade agrecsent,
Machonald evaluated Moriyasa that his
English improved dramatially.

. The honer e menument of
h.u-.w and Moriyams in Ngssa

Einosuks Meriyama

(Rishir] 1stang)

Ranald Machonaid taught Engiish to 14 Dutch
interpreters. He was the first English teacher in Japan
One of his students, Einosuke Moriyama was the

of itself to the world, one of his students, Einosuke
Moriyama acted as interpreter in
erment handed over MacDonald to the
American warship that entered Nagasaki (southan part
of Japan) 1849. His captive iife in Japan for 10 manths
ended He wrote the book "Japan memoirs”, after he
returned to America. He said in his book “Japanese
Society was a_constiutional state and the cultural level
of the people was high.~ These informations in his book
affected American policy toward Japan. His work was
highy regarded now.
acDonald died at 70 years old in 1894, His last

-by in Japanese).
d's story to teach English to Japanese,
Eincsuke for the fist time, & in the English textbock for
| the junior high school of Japan. He was the first
| Engiish teacher. In addition, “the Meeting of the
| MacDonalld's Friend" i made, and the activity til
continues.

ao
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