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Problem and Possibility for Regional Science as Liberal Arts:
The Case of Fukuyama University

Ken-ichi TSURUSAKI*

ABSTRACT

In order to consider what structure of learning system could be beneficial to the students
of Fukuyama University, we analyzed the present situation regarding the positioning of
regional studies as a liberal arts subject. Regional studies is an important component of a
university education as it facilitates students becoming active members of society in the
area where they live. One aspect of regional studies, regional science, is a necessary subject
to execute this mission. In the course of gaining a bachelor’s degree, it is important to
prevent division between liberal arts education and professional education. Regiona
science in the form of collaborative education with the community can play an important
role in joining the two areas. In this paper, we propose the creation of an educational system
to acquire liberal arts necessary as a citizen by constructing a mechanism to establish
unique qualifications based on classes of regional science in liberal arts courses.
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