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ABSTRACT: The wnt protein family has important members involved in cell differentiation,
proliferation and plasticity expression; however, little is known about its biosynthesis
processes. On the other hand, an increase in the intracerebral cyclic adenosine 3°,
5’-monophosphate (cAMP) level leads to synaptic plasticity via the de novo synthesis of any
protein. Here, the effect of dibutyryl cAMP (dbcAMP), a membrane permeability cAMP
analog, on the wnt family was investigated in rat primary-cultured glial cells containing
astrocytes and microglia. Among wnt3a, 4, 5a, 7a and 11 mRNA, only wnt4 expression was
increased by longer treatment (24 h), compared with short treatment (2 h), with dbcAMP in
a concentration-dependent manner, and its effect reached statistical significance at | mM.
In cultures of isolated astrocytes or microglia, wnt4 expression was not affected by 1 mM
dbcAMP for 24 h, and microglial wnt4 protein was undetectable even when cells were treated
with the drug. Mixed glial cells treated for 24 h with 1 mM dbcAMP showed significantly
increased wnt4 protein, as well as mRNA. Immunofluorescence manifested that cells that
expressed wnt4 protein were astrocytes, but not microglia. Intraperitoneal injection of 1.25
mg/kg rolipram, a phosphodiesterase (PDE) IV inhibitor that can pass through the blood
brain barrier and inhibits cCAMP degradation specifically, showed a tendency to increase wnt4
expression in the adult rat brain after 24 h, and the increases in wnt4 mRNA and protein
levels reached statistical significance in the hippocampus and striatum, respectively. This is
the first finding to help elucidate the selective biosynthesis of central wnt4 through cAMP-
stimulated microglia and astrocytes interaction.
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