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Beliefs regarding Continued Success or Failure

This study investigated whether people more readily believe that success breeds success rather than
failure breeds failure. A total of 116 students participated in a survey related to the success or failure of a
basketball player’s shots. Results indicated that when the participants imagined a player making
consecutive shots, most predicted that the player would make his/her next shot. However, when they
imagined a player missing consecutive shots, the tendency to predict continued failure could not be
confirmed.

[Key words: hot hand, success/failure, beliefs]
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