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Disaster Investigation of the Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake in 2004

Masakazu TERAT*

Yaiti SHIMIZU**

ABSTRACT
On October 23, 2004, at 5:56pm, a huge earthquake with a magnitude of 6.8 in JMA Magnitude
(Japan Meteorological Agency Magnitude) hit the Mid Niigata area in Japan. In Ojiya City,
Niigata prefecture, Shindo (JMA seismic intensity scale) hit 6+ (out of 7). The JMA named the
earthquake "The Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake in 2004." As of the morning of October 27th,
thirty-one were killed, more than 2,200 were injured and more than 100,000 people were in
evacuation, according to the report. We (the writers) conducted this disaster investigation. A main
subject describes the outline of the damage of the construction structureAby the earthquake.
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