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Prefectural Border and Regional Zone of 63 Municipalities from a Viewpoint
of Movement of Working Population in Bingo-Bittyu Area

Yoshinobu MUROTA, Yosiaki KUROHARA and Takeshi KATAMOTO

ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to investigate the regional zone and the transition of
the zone beyond the existing administration area. So, we examined the usual
movement of working population of 63 shi, machi and mura in Bingo-Bittyu
area, that Bingo area in Hiroshima Prefecture borders on Bittyu area in
Okayama prefecture, through Population Census of Japan in 1975 and 1990. And
we analysed the ratio of population on place to work of employed persons to
population on usual place of residence, principal place they moved from other
places of residence, and the similarity of the ratio of the usual movement of
working population through the hierarchy cluster analysis.

(1) In most of 63 municipalities, the rate of self-sufficiency, that is, the ratio
of population to work in municipality of residence has decreased during 15
years and the place to work of employed persons has been in larger area.

(2) The zones of strongest sucking force in Bingo-Bittyu area are Fukuyama
City and Kurashiki City. They have been two nuclei of regional structure in
Bingo-Bittyu area and have soaked up much of the employee in the zone of
weak sucking force.

(3) We could indicate the structual transition of the zone on prefectural border,
that the zone composition has became to separate the municipalities of
Hiroshima Prefecture from the municipalities of Okayama Prefecture.
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