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On the Breakdown Electric Field
in a Thundercloud

Mitsuhiro IMAI and Toshihiko KOUNO

ABSTRACT

An estimation of the breakdown electric field in a thundercloud is derived from the

condition for a self sustaining discharge to occur. This new estimation is considered

as an extention of the one that has been adopted to study the electrical structure of

a thundercloud by authors, and gives about 109 lower value at the-altitude where

lightning discharges start to the ground.
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