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Seasonal Changes in Size Structure and Density of Short-Necked Clam on Ohama Tidal Flat in Innoshima

Hirotaka Kitaguchi, Keiko Fujii, and Atsushi Mitsutani

Department of Marine Bioscience, Faculty of Life Science and Biotechnology,

Fukuyama University, Fukuyama, Hiroshima 729-0292, Japan

Seasonal changes of size structure and density of short-necked clam Ruditapes philippinarum were monitored

almost monthly from April 2008 to January 2010 on Ohama tidal flat in Innoshima. In 2008, 600 kg of

short-necked clam (30 mm in average shell length) were stocked on this tidal flat in May 19th.No stocking of this

bivalves was carried out in 2009. The density of R. philippinarum larger than 20 mm shell length was constantly

low except just after stocking. Meanwhile, the population of young R. philippinarum (10 to 15 mm in shell length)

was appeared in early summer and disappeared in late fall during the investigation period. These results suggest

that wear protection of juvenile and young R. philippinarum may be effective to revive clam digging on this tidal

flat.
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