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Dehatrine, an Antimalarial Bisbenzylisoquinoline Alkaloid from
the Indonesian Medicinal Plant Beilschmiedia madang, Isolated as
a Mixture of Two Rotational Isomers
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ABSTRACT Through bioassay-guided separations of the chemical constituents of
the Indonesian medicinal plant Beilschmiedia madang BL. a bisbenzylisoquinoline
alkaloid was obtained as the major antimalarial principle. The X-ray
crystallographic analysis of dehatrine has shown that two rotamers are incorporated
in a single crystal in 1:1 ratio. Dehatrine has been bshown to significantly inhibit the
growth of cultured_‘Plasmodium falciparum K1 strain (chloroquine resistant) with

similar activity to quinine.
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