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Effects of Habu (Trimeresurus Flavoviridis) Venom
on Isolated and Perfused Hearts of Rats

Matao SAKANASHI*, Satoshi TAKEO, Takayuki KATO*, Katsuhiko NOGUCHI*,
Junko NAKASONE* and Yoko ANIYA*

ABSTRACT: M. SakaNasHI, S. TAkeo, T. Kato, K. NogucHi, J. NAKASONE, and
Y. ANtya. Effects of habu (Trimeresurus fiavoridis) venom on isolated and perfused
hearts of rats. Toxicon 24, 1019-1022, 1986. —Crude habu venom decreased coronary
perfusion pressure and produced a small increase in myocardial tension of isolated
and perfused rat hearts. Indomethacin infusion depressed the fall in perfusion pressure
caused by the venom,_without affecting the increase in tension. Heated venom
decreased perfusion pressure, but did not increase myocardial tension. These results
suggest that crude habu venom has coronary vasodilating and positive inotropic
effects, possibly through‘ actions of a phospholipase A2 and a heat—labile component,

respectively .
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