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A questionnaire survey on the characteristics of shoplifiers
Yoko Saragai, Risa Misaka, Yuki Hamamoto, and Shinji Hira

Recently, there has been a striking increase in the number of shoplifters among juvenile and elderly people. To amalyze
characteristics of such shoplifters, a questionnaire was administered to juvenile (under 20 years old), adult (20-59 years old),
and elderly (over 60 years old) shoplifters during police examinations. Results showed that the juvenile shoplifters tended to
steal higher-priced goods compared with the elderly. Furthermore, most of juvenile shoplifiers were stealing the commodities
with their friends just for fun of it. Finally, a possible means to prevent shopliftings was discussed fiom viewpoints of “Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTEDY’ and “the social bonds™ that are both important concepts of criminal
psychology.

key words: shoplifting, juvenile delinquency, crime prevention through environmental design, social bond
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