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Lay theories on gender free
Atsuko Aono
The purpose of this study was to research parents' understanding of the concepts of “gender” and “gender free”, the attitudes
towards gender-related traits and the treatment of girls and boys without distinction of sex . Three hundred ninety-three
mothers’ data were analyzed (responses from fathers were very few). The results were as follows: 1) The number of
mothers who knew the words "gender"” or "gender free" was not very high, but they understood the connotation of social
constructedness. 2) Their knowledge of the words affected how they thought about the origins of gender differences. 3) Many
mothers’ thought traditional activities like girls' and boys' festivals were important as cultural perpetuators, but interchangeable
with regards to sex.. 4) Few mothers opposed the use of co-ed changing rooms or toilets for children. Therefore, it is believed
that the concepts of “gender” or “gender free” are understandable to the general public and need to be popularized.



