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A Preliminary Analysis of Effects of Local Safety Mapping Activity
Shinji Hira

The present study tried to investigate an educational power of a local safety mapping by children to establish
their abilities to avoid being involved in crime. A same questionnaire that measures children's abilities to
avoid crime was administered to elementary school pupils before and after their participations to making the
local safety maps. Results showed that the mapping activity improved their crime-avoiding ability, communi-
cation skills, levels of attachment to the local community, and their delinquency prevention ability. The dan-
gerous and safety places that the children had selected during the mapping activity were rated by 41 under-
graduates and the scores were correspondent to the categorizations by pupils. Moreover, presentations of the
pictures categorized as dangerous place significantly increased 8 undergraduates' diastolic blood pressures com-
pared to the pictures of safety place. These results suggest that the validity of the educational power of the lo-
cal safety mapping activity and it makes children discriminate between dangerous and safety places in their
neighborhood. Finally, it was argued that the future crime preventive education should be discussed from the
standpoint of the necessity of "significant others.”

[key words : local safety map, validity, blood pressure, significant others]



