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Television Folklore
- Its Contemporary Issues and Academic Genealogy -

Yutaka Iida

In this paper, I named “Television Folklore” the research of the spreading process of
television sets in local communities in the postwar period. My research is a way to
relativize the history of broadcasting focused on Tokyo, and it has to be conducted fast,
because the people who have witnessed the spread of television sets are aging. The ways
of domestication of new technologies after the start of the digitalization of television are
also related to the transformation of local communities which focus their attention on
materials.

The disciplines that provide the academic backup of my research activities are:

(1) audience ethnography in cultural studies;
(2) folkloristic approach of the television studies in Japan;
(3) anthropological approach of media studies;
I prove the possibility of existence of Television Folklore, by a critical examination

through the use of these three methodologies.

[Keywords] Television, Audience Ethnography, Folklore, Anthropology, Cultural Studies



