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Male childcare workers’ attitude toward child day care:
From the view point of gender-free child day care

Atsuko Aono

Childcare remains a sex-segregated occupation. To facilitate the entering into, and taking root of, men
in the field of childcare, in addition to changes in existing equipment of the workplace and a reduction
of societal prejudice, the establishment of their own views of childcare and vocational identity are
needed. The purpose of this study was to clarify male childcare workers’ consciousness toward their
work through semi-structured interviews with 6 workers and ground theory approach. The results
show that male childcare workers pursue the significance of their existence differently from their
female counterparts, and it is suggested that their existence could change the status of

childcare workers and the content of childcare activities.

[Key words: male childcare worker, sex —segregated occupation, gender free childcare]



