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BRBERIBAE 03

Keniji Miyazawa and Japanese Modern Literature (l11):
View of Life and Death in "Night of the Milky Way Railroad" and "Socrates in Love"
— Variations of Giovanni and Campanella --

Miho AKIEDA (AOKI)

Since 1980s, made into an animation film, "Night of the Milky Way Railroad"
has been one of the books of Kyoyo(culture) essential for young people. "Socrates
in Love", a popular love story appeared in 2001, has-been provided with
Kyoyo-Shugi(-ism) aspects by the quotation from literary works familiar to modern
young people in the novel's details. Although main characters, a boy and a girl love
each other, the girl's death of disease parts them. The theme of the novel is to
describe the process of their confronting the pain of death parting and making their
own view of life and death. Discussing what significance reading literary works had
in the process, this paper pointed out that a novel "Socrates in Love" has a common
conception with the work of Kenji Miyazawa as follows: Giovanni a main character in
"Night of the Milky Way Railroad" and the boy overlap, Giovanni witnesses the death
of his best friend Campanella, and as the starting point of "Night of the Milky Way
Railroad" the author Kenji Miyazawa had a death parting from his beloved sister. In
both works, main characters consider such fundamental questions as what death is,
whether there is the next world, or whether there is God, and it makes them the
works of questioning how the spiritual world should be in the modern developed
capitalist society.

[Key words: Literature for Children "Night of the Milky Way Railroad",
View of Life and Death, Native People Culture]
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