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Television and Modernism: An Analysis of the Experimental
Broadcasting in 2600 of the Imperial Era

Yutaka lida

Before the Pacific War, the engineers of Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) had
developed television technology toward the objective of the broadcast coverage 6f the
1940 Tokyo Olympics. Although the Olympics was called off, they accomplished the
experimental television broadcasting in Tokyo in 1939. The airwave from the laboratory
was often received at the exhibition spaces of department store, at which it was open to
the public as main attraction of several national events.

This paper presents detailed particulars of the television experimental broadcasting
from 1939 to 1940. Particularly in 1940, that is, 2600 of the Imperial Era, the
experimental broadcasting was relevant to the celebration in honor of the reigns of
emperors. Through that, it explains the arbitration process between “modernism” and
“nationalism” surrounding television technology.

[Keywords] Television, Experimental Broadcasting, National Policy Exhibition, 2600 of

the Imperial Era, Modernism, Nationalism



