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The hidden curriculum in the day care and childcare workers’ consciousness toward them

Atsuko Aono

The purpose of this study was to research the hidden curriculum imbedded in the
physical and human surroundings of nursing schools and kindergartens, and to clarify
the childcare workers’ consciousness about them. The result was as follows: 1) There
were some gender differences in the colors and illustrations on clothes, material
possessions, and name labels. 2) More importantly, there were some gender differences
in the ways workers treated children and children interacted with each other, and some
segregation by sex in the meetings. 3) Furthermore, there were gender differences in
children’s interests toward some activities and playing. 4) The childcare workers viewed
these gender differences as rather rational or necessary. 5) Even if male childcare
workers were employed, childcare of newborn babies was restricted to female workers.
Therefore, it is held that we need more effective gender-free programs which could
redress these implicit hidden curricula.

[keywords: gender free education, gender free childcare, hidden curriculum] -



