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Hidden differences between tyrants and wise rulers
Kyosuke HIKINO

The Edo Period was the time when regional geographic documents were actively edited among the people; in
other words, it was the time when the people started to speak out about their local history eloquently.  In such
regional geographic documents, they sometimes cursed tyrants and sometimes admired wise rulers.
However, pictures of the tyrants and wise rulers described in those documents were not necessarily based on
historical events. The people in the Edo period secretly expressed their political opinions through the acts of
describing their rulers. The present paper reviews several regional geographic documents, and discusses
unlikely differences between the tyrants and the wise rulers hidden in those documents.
[Keywords :  regional geographic document , tyrant , wise ruler ]
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